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2nd Grade ELA
Lesson: Tuesday April 7th

Learning Target:  
Students will determine the 
lesson/central message of a 

story. 



Let’s Get Started:
Watch Videos:
 
1. What is the central message of a story? 

2. The Lesson/Central Message of the story

Background: This is a review lesson from 
2nd Grade 

● Students learned the central message of 
a story in 1st grade.

● Students learn to determine the lesson 
of a story in 2nd grade.

● Students practiced finding the lesson of 
the story in lesson 11 this week.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HopQtC4m9o
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/39/b8/eb/39b8ebee6d4551467717ff4ab7e98292.jpg


Practice #1:
Find the central message or 

moral of the story in 
‘Breathe Out!’.Work 

together with the teacher to 
practice. Pause the video 
after the first passage at 

time marker: 3:14. 

See if you can find 
the three main 
details that help to 
support the central 
message /lesson/ 
moral of the story. 

While you are 
listening to the 
story, think about 
what the author is 
wanting you and the 
characters to learn.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fwc3_8khk5E


Practice #2:

Find the 
message/lesson/moral of ‘A 
Visit from the Past’ at time 
marker 3:15 on your own! 

Don’t forget to answer the 
questions on any piece of paper or 
discuss with your family:

1. What does the author want 
me to learn?

2. What details support the 
lesson of the story?

 

Remember 
the lesson is 
what the 
author wants 
the reader to 
learn.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fwc3_8khk5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fwc3_8khk5E


Practice #3:
Now that we know that the 
message of the story ‘A Visit from 
the Past’ is to follow your dreams 
and do what you love. Draw a 
picture show how Matthew could 
use what he learned to change the 
ending of the story.

Use what you have learned so 
far about lessons in stories to 
create your own ending to ‘A 

Visit from the Past’. Make 
sure that there are at least 3 

details to support the lesson of 
the story. 

Tools you will 
need:

1. Notebook 
paper

2. pencil



Remember, when you are finding the 
message/lesson/moral of a story you 

should ask yourself:
 

“What does the author want me to 
learn?”

“What details help support the lesson 
of the story?”    

Practice on your own:

1. Go to learningfarm
2. Click ‘start practicing!’
3. Choose game mode
4. Select a game
5. Read the passage and 

choose the correct 
lesson/central message 
of the story. 

http://learningfarm.com/web/practicePassThrough.cfm?TopicID=88


More practice on your own

Listen to the story ‘A Bad Case of 
Stripes’ and draw a picture of the 

central message/lesson/moral of the 
story. 

What lesson does 
the author want 
you and Camilla 
Cream to learn?

https://www.storylineonline.net/books/a-bad-case-of-stripes/
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/a-bad-case-of-stripes/


MORE Practice on your own:
You can read the story and write your answers on a separate sheet of paper 

or talk about the answers with someone in your family.

1. What did you and 
the character learn?

2. What is the lesson 
of the story?

3. What are 3 details 
that help determine 
the lesson of the 
story?

Remember 
the lesson 
is what the 
author 
wants the 
reader to 
learn.



Self Check: 
Go tell someone in your home the main idea to 

one of the stories you read today.

1. Was this lesson?    
❏ easy, 
❏ just right
❏ hard 

2. Read your own 
stories. What is the 
central 
message/lesson in 
your books?


