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2nd Grade Writing
Lesson: April 7, 2020

Learning Target:  
I can determine the central message/theme of the story.



Background: This is a review lesson from reading.
● Students learn to describe characters, setting, problem, 

solution and events in logical sequences in 1st grade.
● Students learn to recognize beginning, middle, and end of 

a story in 1st grade.
● Students retell a story’s beginning, middle, and end and 

determine its central message, lesson, or moral in 2nd 
grade.

Let’s Get Started:
1.Re-watch the reading video
2.Write about a problem you solved.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zeK2Lev4LIv4jJqF23cPcgDjWVGaBtpb/view


Practice #1:

Theme Vs. Main Idea

What differences do you 
notice between a text’s 
theme and main idea?

Remember, “theme” is the 
same as “central message.”



Guided Practice:

Listen to these stories and think about what the theme or 
central message is. 

The Curious Monkey
What is the central message in The Curious Monkey?

The Thirsty Crow
What is the central message in The Thirsty Crow?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9ISCmsbei8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DAGRZ8pACdo


Practice on your own:
Go to this website: 

Kid Heroes Theme | Story Theme Games Online

Read the passage, then choose the theme that matches.

https://www.roomrecess.com/mobile/KidHeroesTheme/play.html
https://www.roomrecess.com/mobile/KidHeroesTheme/play.html


Practice:
Complete this page in your packet. Think 
about the central message in the story, 
or the lesson. Remember to use 
complete sentences and explain your 
thinking.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14eiEjzhC6d1VeUt7WNzpo4nmQXff7c6k/view?usp=sharing


Remember when you are 
writing, to think about 

capital letters, 
punctuation and spelling!

The Sentence Song

Sentence Song

Punctuation Explained (by 
Punctuation)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Wrv_ZviMEc&list=PLQgctM9wotRhYwm9H3t2J04MYxrHybFU9&index=2&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9zD7BTEstA&list=PLQgctM9wotRhYwm9H3t2J04MYxrHybFU9&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdCOswMeXFQ&list=PLQgctM9wotRhYwm9H3t2J04MYxrHybFU9&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdCOswMeXFQ&list=PLQgctM9wotRhYwm9H3t2J04MYxrHybFU9&index=3








Self Check: 
Go tell someone in your home your answers.

1. Was this lesson?
❏ easy, 
❏ just right
❏ hard 

2. What is a central lesson? Tell someone 
the central message you learned from 
“The Lion and the Mouse.”


