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2nd Grade Writing
Lesson: April 13, 2020

4 stages of writing-prewrite-characters

Learning Target: I can brainstorm ideas using a graphic 
organizer.



Background: This is a review lesson from 1st and 2nd 
Grade.

● Students learn to follow a writing process by planning a 
first draft by brainstorming and recording key ideas in 1st 
grade.

● Students learn to narrate a story or experience in 1st 
grade.

● Students can follow a writing process to plan a first draft 
by recording key ideas in a graphic organizer in 2nd 
grade.

● Students can introduce a main character and setting in 
2nd grade.



Reading great books can be so inspiring. Today, we are going to listen to 2 
books written by Patricia Polacco; let them inspire our own writing!  Let’s 
read like writers.  Specifically notice the characters in the stories.  Here is a 
great video to refresh your memory about characters.
 

Thunder Cake                                 My Rotten Red-Headed Older Brother     

Let’s Get Started!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aq4jnZfnKS4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aq4jnZfnKS4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhhtKGCsAyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r388EDYmm3Q&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0KHoOvQ6PnGNw1NUBQY48UrrYT7Xq6Xw-mjE1UPDA-uIJXz7RfqDv6rEA


We know that good writing 
takes time. Watch this 
video as a reminder of the 
steps in the writing process.

Today we will focus on 
prewriting.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edZkuHHXDlo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edZkuHHXDlo


A PIXAR writer is featured in 
this video! Watch to learn 

how he develops his stories. 
What does he think good 
writers should use when 

creating a story?

https://youtu.be/1rMnzNZkIX0


Review Elements of a Story: Characters

1. Click on this link: Character
2. Take the quiz after watching

the video. 
Think about what new 
information you
learned about developing a 
character for a story .

https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/storyelements/character/


Once you have an idea 
of what story you want 
to tell, think about your 
characters.  Click here 
if you want more 
information about 
characters.  Watch this 
video to help you think 
about how to make 
your characters come 
to life.  You can use 
these organizers to 
help you think about 
your characters.  If you 
have a printer, you can 
click on them and print 
your own.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CZLhKxF2ADr4vCrivzLMij_ND746UQ68
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KiclbGp5Ze0eDj6yE9RY57e7DtebPWDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhOBuYQJPEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngZQUebMSEg&list=RDCMUCOVNyQfEdtjs7B06I0z6Mug&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngZQUebMSEg&list=RDCMUCOVNyQfEdtjs7B06I0z6Mug&index=2


Practice: Today we are going to focus on character development.  Use this 
page in your packet to plan your characters.                

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iFHstgm_nCZndIKwHwWgc0VHXjHHrRc3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iFHstgm_nCZndIKwHwWgc0VHXjHHrRc3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iFHstgm_nCZndIKwHwWgc0VHXjHHrRc3/view?usp=sharing


Sentence Structure
As a 2nd grade writer, we want to make sure that we write 
in complete sentences. Watch this video to make sure you 
understand what every great writer includes in a sentence.

Sentence Fragments for Kids | Language Arts Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ds0JHxYvkvQ


Remember when you are 
writing, to think about 

capital letters, 
punctuation and spelling!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdCOswMeXFQ


Self Check: 
Go tell someone in your home your answers.

1. Was this lesson?
❏ easy, 
❏ just right
❏ hard 

2. What are the 5 steps of the writing 
process writing? Tell someone the 
characters you created today!



Use the sound 
card to help 
you spell 
words.



Use the sound card to 
help you spell words.



Use the word list to help you spell.



Additional information:
Here are some additional videos that might help you gain a 

deeper understanding of becoming a great writer.
Writing Strategies:Six ways to Start a Sentence: Writing Strategies | 6 Ways to 
Start a Sentence | Sentence Structure | Learn to Write

What is a Graphic Organizer? How To Use Graphic Organizers

Story Elements: Characters Story Elements: Characters

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQ1OwYu4GsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQ1OwYu4GsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vp0DXZ2aAVk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aq4jnZfnKS4

