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3rd Grade Writing
Lesson: Tuesday, April 7, 2020

Learning Target: 
Students will write a clear beginning paragraph.   



Background: 
● A story has three parts: beginning, middle, and end.
● The beginning of a story introduces the characters and 

setting.

Let’s Get Started:
Watch Videos: 
1. Review: BrainPop Jr. - Story Elements  
2. Book: Goldilocks and the Three Bears

https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting/storyelements/plot/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQgZXtCGlBI


Practice: Writing Your Fairy Tale Introduction  

Click here to open 
worksheet.

Today, you will write the 
beginning of your fairy tale 
based on your brainstorming 
from yesterday. You will need 
the lined paper in your packet. 

You also the have option to type 
your paper, or write your story 
in a journal of your choice.

https://drive.google.com/a/isdschools.org/file/d/1NSUBJnW9mkzBGIkiLQE1smyLNyai5nDG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/isdschools.org/file/d/1NSUBJnW9mkzBGIkiLQE1smyLNyai5nDG/view?usp=sharing


Guided Practice #1:
Adding a Title and Author

Original Story-
Title: Goldilocks and the Three Bears
Author: Jan Brett

*Write the title of your fairy tale. Don’t 
forget to capitalize the first letter of 
the FIRST word, LAST word, and all 
IMPORTANT words.



Independent Practice #1: Adding a Title and Author

I changed the title to my story 
based on how I changed the 
characters from the original story.

*Write the title of your fairy tale at the top 
of your paper, along with your name as the 
author. Don’t forget to capitalize the first 
letter of the FIRST word, LAST word, and all 
IMPORTANT words.



Guided Practice #2:
How to Indent a Paragraph 

When you start a new paragraph 
you need to indent to let your 

reader know that you have 
changed ideas. You can indent by 
putting two finger spaces on the 

first line only before writing. 



Independent Practice: Indenting a Paragraph 

After you write the 
title and author at 
the top of your 
paper, you will 
indent your first 
paragraph by 
putting a 
two-finger space 
before your first 
word.

If you are typing 
your story, you can 
press TAB to 
create an indent.



Guided Practice #3: 
Writing the Introduction to a Fairy Tale 

The first paragraph should include 
the following:

● “A long, long time ago in a far, 
far away land…”

● Introduce the characters in the 
story

● Introduce the setting of the 
story

*You brainstormed these yesterday 
using your graphic organizer.



Guided Practice #3: Writing the Introduction 

The first paragraph should include the 
following:

● “A long, long time ago in a far, far 
away land…”

● Introduce the characters in the 
story (Little Gorilla and Dreadlocks)

● Introduce the setting of the story 
(secret lair in a mountain on an 
island)

*You brainstormed these yesterday using 
your graphic organizer.

Once upon a time in a far, far away 

land, there lived a little Gorilla that worked 

as a secret spy. He lived in a secret lair 

inside of a mountain on a remote island. His 

arch nemesis was a girl named Dreadlocks. 

She was very messy and very greedy.



Independent Practice #3: Writing the Introduction 

The first paragraph should include the 
following:

● “A long, long time ago in a far, far 
away land…”

● Introduce the characters in the 
story (Add your new characters)

● Introduce the setting of the story 
(Add your new setting)

*You brainstormed these yesterday using 
your graphic organizer.

_______________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________



Self Check: 

1. Does your beginning paragraph have 
the following pieces:

❏ Title and Author
❏ First paragraph indented
❏ Introduction of characters and setting

2. Share your beginning paragraph with an 
adult and ask them to identify the characters 
and setting in your story.



Additional Resources 

Click here for fairy 
tale writing prompts.

Click here for a 
fractured fairy tale 
of: Goldilocks and 
the Three Little 
Bears

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDjfDp0qLkk
https://www.kitchencounterchronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Fairy-tale-story-writing-prompts.pdf

