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Learning Target:  
Students will learn about the three branches of the 

federal government and create a diagram.



Background: This is an extension from what students learned 
in 3rd grade. 

● Students learn about the functions of the three branches of 
government in Missouri in 3rd grade.

● Students learn about the functions of the three branches of 
government in the federal government 4th grade.

Let’s Get Started:
Watch videos and view websites:
1. Anchor Lesson
2. Brainpop-Branches of Government 
3. Study the diagram of the branches

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1YM3dAmFsE&list=PL4Izi9hlAHgRDYNJ0Zy2EEjglJ2E1q6jc&index=46
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/usgovernment/branchesofgovernment/
https://app_usa_prod_eqffnyamdzrb.s3.amazonaws.com/USA_Government_Branches_Infographic.pdf


Practice #1
Learn about the differences between federal and state 
governments.  Talk with someone at home how difficult it 
would be if every state got to design and use their own type 
of money (currency).

Federal vs state website Think about it...
● Could we survive 

as a country if 
every state had 
their own money?

https://bensguide.gpo.gov/journeyperson-federal-versus-state-government


Practice #2 
Review the branches of government on the following website.  When you look at a 
venn diagram, remember the parts of the circle that overlap mean they have those 
things in common.  

Venn diagram website

Think about it...
● Take notes over 

anything you find 
interesting.

https://bensguide.gpo.gov/images/Infographics/Branches-of-Government.pdf


Practice #3 
Use this website if you get stuck on a question.  
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/three-branches/three-branches-of-government 

https://www.truma
nlibrary.gov/educa
tion/three-branche
s/three-branches-
of-our-governmen
t-questions

Think about it...
● See how 

many 
questions 
you  can 
answer!

https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/three-branches/three-branches-of-government
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/three-branches/three-branches-of-our-government-questions
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/three-branches/three-branches-of-our-government-questions
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/three-branches/three-branches-of-our-government-questions
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/three-branches/three-branches-of-our-government-questions
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/three-branches/three-branches-of-our-government-questions
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/three-branches/three-branches-of-our-government-questions


Practice on your own:  

Use what you’ve learned about the 3 branches of government to play the following 
game.  Drag the responsibilities over to the branch they fit the best.  Don’t forget to 
look back at resources if you get stuck. 

Game
1. Press the white arrow to play.
2. Drag the words at the bottom to 

the blank spots.
3. Make sure the words you choose 

make sense in the sentence. 

https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/usa_game/government/branches_government.htm


Practice
Fill in the 3 different branch names in the diagram in your 

packet.

Click here to open 
worksheet.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WGNU7LooaPtw4H-wml3O79LrLZD35-EY/view?usp=sharing


Self Check: Go tell someone in your home your answers.

1. Was this lesson?
❏ easy
❏ just right
❏ hard 

2. Talk to someone at home about which branch 
you would want to be a part of.


