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Objective/Learning 
Target:  

I can identify a variety of 
renewable and 

nonrenewable resources.  
 



On a separate sheet of paper, write down what you think that 
the words “renewable” and “nonrenewable” mean. Can you 
think of at least two things on Earth that are renewable? What 
about two things that are nonrenewable? 

Watch this video and see if you were correct! 

Warm-Up:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLBK1ux5b7U


Please write these definitions on your sheet of paper; you will need them later 
in the lesson.

Renewable resource- can be replaced at the same rate that the resource is being 
used. Examples include solar power, wind power, hydroelectric (water) power, 
geothermal (Earth’s heat) power, biomass (plants and waste), air and water. They 
can regrow or be reproduced in a person’s lifetime. 

Nonrenewable resource-- is being made at a rate that is much slower than the 
rate it is being used. Examples include coal, oil, natural gas, nuclear power, and 
minerals. They take much longer than a person’s lifetime to replace. 

 

Practice 



Now we are going to try and classify some natural resources as either 
RENEWABLE or NONRENEWABLE. Let’s make a T chart on your 
paper, like this: 

Practice continued

RENEWABLE RESOURCE NONRENEWABLE RESOURCE



We are going to classify the following things: 

Corn Oil Coal Sunshine Tides

 Tuna Gold Hot Springs     Sands Trees

Winds Water Natural Gas Diamonds

Practice continued



Use these clues to help you decide if each of the items belong on 
the RENEWABLE RESOURCES side of your T chart or the NON - 
RENEWABLE RESOURCES side. 

Practice continued

(continued on next slide)



Practice continued

Think you know what belongs on each side of 
your T chart? Click to check your answers! 



Answers:

Practice continued
RENEWABLE RESOURCE NONRENEWABLE RESOURCE

Corn
Sunshine

Tides
Tuna

Hot springs
Sands
Trees
Winds
Water

Oil
Coal
Gold

Natural gas
Diamonds



Now that we know what is a renewable and a 
nonrenewable resource, let’s talk about the pros (the 

good) and cons (the bad). 

We will look at four types of renewable energy:         
solar power, geothermal, hydropower, and wind power. 

We will also look at four types of nonrenewable energy: 
coal, oil, natural gas and nuclear power. 

Practice continued



You will be writing a 3-5 sentence paragraph on what you feel is the 
BEST source of power, using evidence. It can be either renewable 
or nonrenewable. 

You will also be writing a 3-5 sentence paragraph on what you feel 
is the WORST source of power, using evidence. It can be either 
renewable or nonrenewable. 

Discuss your opinion with your family; see what they think. Use the 
following slides to help you. An example is provided on slide 11--be 
sure to do your own work! 

Practice continued



In my opinion, the worst source of power would be nuclear 
power. Even though it doesn’t produce greenhouse gases, it does 
create other forms of waste that we don’t really dispose of in an 
environmental way. It is also a nonrenewable resource. It is harmful 
to both animals and humans. It also can can be used by terrorist. 

I feel that the best source of energy would be hydropower. First 
off, it is totally renewable. It doesn’t produce any greenhouse 
gases, either. It is really expensive to build the dams, but I feel that 
the amount of electricity it produces outweighs this negative. 

Practice (Example Paragraph)
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