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Objective/Learning Target:  
I can: 7.RL.1.D  Using appropriate text, determine the theme(s) of a text and explain the 
relationship between the theme(s) and supporting evidence; summarize the text distinct 

from personal opinions  
7.RL.3.D  Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
independently and proficiently. 



 7th Grade ELA

Essential Question: 
What is a theme in “Mother and Daughter” by Gary Soto?



Warm Up:
Today we will be reading a story about a mother and a daughter. What 

are some things you really like about your mom/guardian? What are 
some things you wish she would stop doing? Copy your lists on a piece 

of paper or Google doc.

Things I like Things I wish she’d stop  
1.  1.
2.  2.
3.  3.



Learn 
Today you are going to be reading a story and 
writing about its theme. Let’s review what theme 
can be. 



Learn: 
How can I figure out what a theme could be? Here 
are some valuable questions to ask yourself as 
you read:



Practice: 

Grab a piece of paper to take notes as you read. You will want 

to take focused notes on theme as you read.



Practice (Slide 3): Read the story

Click here to read “Mother and Daughter” by Gary Soto.

Click here to listen to the story.

As you read the story, remember to take notes on theme. 

https://www.tigerwires.com/cms/lib3/PA01000001/Centricity/Domain/341/Mother%20and%20Daughter%20hreader.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbYbUBWi8iU


Use the steps below to generate a theme statement for the story, Mother 
and Daughter



Learn (continued):

● Use the RACE strategy to write your answer to questions.



Practice Answer Key 
(Answers will Vary)

● Check your answers to make sure it meets the following criteria:
→ Did you write in complete sentences?
→ Did you use standard conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar)?
→ Did you answer the question?
→ Did you support and explain your answer using details from the article

Sample Proficient Answer:
1.) A theme in “Mother and Daughter” by Gary Soto is to be grateful for what you have. Yollie is always wishing for and 

wanting more than she has. She wants a new dress for the dance. She wants a mother that doesn’t embarrass her. When 
her mother dyes her dress, she is sure it will turn out awfully - but is pleasantly surprised. Yollie later throws a fit at the 
dance when her dress is ruined by the rain and leaves the dance without telling anyone why- she could have stayed and 
enjoyed herself, but she didn’t. She isn’t grateful for the fun she had with her friends or being able to dance with Ernie. 
It isn’t until the next day that Yollie realizes her reactions to the rain, the dress, etc. that she needs to be more 
grateful for what she has.

2.) “A mother’s love knows no end” is a possible theme in “Mother and Daughter” by Gary Soto. Mrs. 
Moreno, Yollie’s mother, does so much more for Yollie than Yollie realizes. She watches movies with 
Yollie, she teases her and plays jokes on her, she does the best she can for her daughter with what she 
has. Yollie doesn’t realize this - she is always wanting more from her mom (new clothes, new shoes, 
not embarrass heretc.). It isn’t until the end of the story that Yollie sees that her mother has been 
saving her money and she is willing to spend it on her daughter rather than herself. 



If you would like to learn more:

Click here to read “The Jacket by Gary Soto

Click here to listen to “The Jacket” by Gary Soto

https://rampart.asd20.org/Documents/Summer%20Reading%20The%20Jacket%20short%20story.docx.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9bDX3lnWww

