7th-Grade ELA
Lesson: April 7th, 2020

Learning Target(s)
| can:

e interpret visual elements of text.
e write responses using complete sentences with
standard spelling, punctuation, and grammar
Essential Question:
e How do text features make informational text more
interesting and useful?
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On notebook paper, complete a quick write that

addresses the following questions:
1) Compare the 2 pages. What similarities do you notice? What differences do you

notice? You don’t need to try to read the pages. Look at them overall.
2) How do magazines and websites grab your attention? Write for 2-3 Minutes.




Learn:
e |n order to make meaning, readers examine and use visual elements of a text.

e Visual elements/text features include: photos, artwork, cartoons, maps, graphs,
charts, statistics, bolded words, pull quotes, subheadings, and titles and more!

Visual elements/text features:

N -act as a_ map to guide the reader through the page.

A n
@@ -help the reader know what is most important.

- -organize ideas.




The magazine is
divided into different
sections.
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The title and cartoon
grab the reader's £
attention.
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¥ The title gives the
author a clue about
the main idea of the

article.
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The cartoon
represents the main
idea in a visual way.
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The subtitle expands
on the title and gives
more detail.
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o/ The article and ideas
are separated into
sections by the
subheadings.
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A sidebar notes
important statistics
that support the main
idea of the article.
This also gives the
reader background
information to better
understand the

C _article.
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A graph illustrates
important information
that supports the
main idea of the
article.
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Learn:

Now you can see how visual elements and text features assist the reader in
making meaning of a text.

Authors and editors carefully desigh magazines and website pages with visual
elements to assist the reader.

Nothing is accidental. It is done with care and purpose.

Now it is your turn to notice the visual elements of a text and see how they
help you to understand the information being presented.



Learn (continued):

e Use the RACE strategy to write your answer to questions asking you to make
an inference:

e ———




Practice:

Read and examine the slides that follow. The slides zoom in on different
features of magazine pages. After looking through the entire article and all
its visual elements you will answer the questions below.

9

On notebook paper, answer the following question using what you learned
about visual elements of text. Write your answer using the RACE strategy.

1.  Why did the author choose to include the map and globe?
2. How does the “Brazil BY THE NUMBERS” sidebar help the reader to understand
the connections between brazil, the economy, and the rainforest?



| srmuirims T
ot the Amazon

To aid its struggling economy, Brazil has allowed
massive destruction of the rainforest, raising fea:

Brazilen licelighters
it a Boe o 1he Ao
Segtembir, Wl of the fous we

serdenally $62 20 Cear and

=

Fepulasen
209 miilion (u5: 328 miton)

Per Capilta 60P
$15,600 (us: 859800
Usswphyyweat izle
12.8% u5:35%)
Peceniage of the Amazon That's ln Brzal
60%

(.3
\( 80
 1BaMA=

-

——

vidence o

s . W o b s

o0 has Lued £

Netp Pork Tirarn Brrnomt « usracntlladazing.con - g J S g- ) a0, 2e10 9



i
>
f o3 ;
S

Beazilen firelighters
Sattied oo the Aaive iy
Segtewber. Ml of the St e
werdenaly st o e and.

Brazilian firefighters
battle a fire in the Amazon in
September. Most of the fires are
intentionally set to clear land.




or months late last year, black

clouds hung over the Amazon

rainforest as work crews

burned and chain-sawed

through it. When the rainy
season arrived in December, the smoke
finally cleared and gave the world a
shocking view of the damage.

Brazil's space agency reported
that in a single year, more than 3,700
square miles of the Amazon had been
razed—a swath of jungle nearly the
size of the entire country of Lebanon
torn from Earth’s largest rainforest.

It was the biggest loss in Brazilian
rainforest in a decade, and many
scientists saw it as stark evidence of
just how badly the Amazon has fared

Population
209 million (u.s.: 328 million)

Per Capita GDP

$15,600 (u.s.: $59,800)

Unemployment Rate
12.8% (U.S.: 3.5%)

Percentage of the Amazon That's in Brazil
60%
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during President Jair Bolsonaro’s first
year in office.

Bolsonaro, a pro-business populist,
has vowed to open the rainforest to

industry and scale back its protections.

His government has followed through,

cutting funds and staffing that had
been dedicated to enforcement of
environmental laws. In the absence of
federal agents to protect the Amazon,
waves of loggers, ranchers, and miners
moved in to satisfy global demand for
timber, beef, and soybeans.
Environmentalists and scientists
are deeply worried about whether the
Amazon can survive the onslaught.
“It confirms the Amazon is
completely lawless,” says Carlos
Nobre, a climate scientist at the
University of Sdo Paulo, adding: “It is
a worrying warning for the future.”
Nobre says the Amazon may soon
cross a tipping point and begin to
self-destruct: Once a certain amount
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Practice:

Read and examine the slides that follow. The slides zoom in on different
features of magazine pages. After looking through the entire article and all
its visual elements you will answer the questions below.
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On notebook paper, answer the following question using what you learned
about visual elements of text. Write your answer using the RACE strategy.

1.  Why did the author choose to include the map and globe?
2. How does the “Brazil BY THE NUMBERS” sidebar help the reader to understand
the connections between brazil, the economy, and the rainforest?



Practice Answer Key:

(Answers will Vary)

Check your answers to make sure it meets the following criteria:
—  Did you write in complete sentences?

— Did you use standard conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar)?

—  Did you answer the question?

—  Did you support and explain your answer using details from the article

Sample Proficient Answers:

1.

The globe and map were included so that a reader could see where, on the globe and in
relation to their own country, Brazil is located. The map also denotes in dark green where the
Amazon Rainforest is which helps the reader understand the size of Brazil versus the size of
the rainforest. This is important because the article is discussing how and why Brazil is using
the rainforest for its own economic gain.

The Brazil BY THE NUMBERS shares important statistics that represent the entire main idea
of the article. The statistics are the unemployment rate which is “12.8%” and the percentage
of the Amazon Rainforest that is in Brazil which is “60%” (Smith, 2020). Because of the
unemployment rate, the country chose to use its vast natural resource to try to improve the
lives of its citizens through employment.



If you want to learn more...Additional Resource:

Check out this photo associated with the story you just read and then analyze it
using the questions and prompts (linked herel).
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XmhVtYKZpNGvxoOUcJLn5JO4zADCzb1c/view?usp=sharing

