
7th-Grade ELA
Lesson: April 7th, 2020

Learning Target(s)  
I can:

● interpret visual elements of text.
● write responses using complete sentences with 

standard spelling, punctuation, and grammar
Essential Question: 

● How do text features make informational text more 
interesting and useful?



Warm Up:

On notebook paper, complete a quick write that 
addresses the following questions:
1) Compare the 2 pages. What similarities do you notice? What differences do you 

notice? You don’t need to try to read the pages. Look at them overall.
2) How do magazines and websites grab your attention? Write for 2-3 Minutes.



Learn:

● In order to make meaning, readers examine and use visual elements of a text. 

● Visual elements/text features include: photos, artwork, cartoons, maps, graphs, 
charts, statistics, bolded words, pull quotes, subheadings, and titles and more! 

Visual elements/text features:
-act as a map to guide the reader through the page.

● -help the reader know what is most important. 
-organize ideas. 



Learn:The magazine is 
divided into different 
sections. 



Learn:

The title and cartoon 
grab the reader’s 
attention. 



Learn:

The title gives the 
author a clue about 
the main idea of the 
article. 



Learn:

The cartoon 
represents the main 
idea in a visual way. 



Learn:

The subtitle expands 
on the title and gives 
more detail. 



Learn:

Important words are 
highlighted. 



Learn:

The article and ideas 
are separated into 
sections by the 
subheadings. 



Learn:

A sidebar notes 
important statistics 
that support the main 
idea of the article. 
This also gives the 
reader background 
information to better 
understand the 
article. 



Learn:

A graph illustrates 
important information 
that supports the 
main idea of the 
article. 



Learn:

● Now you can see how visual elements and text features assist the reader in 
making meaning of a text. 

● Authors and editors carefully design magazines and website pages with visual 
elements to assist the reader. 

● Nothing is accidental. It is done with care and purpose. 

● Now it is your turn to notice the visual elements of a text and see how they 
help you to understand the information being presented. 



Learn (continued):

● Use the RACE strategy to write your answer to questions asking you to make 
an inference: 



Practice:

● Read and examine the slides that follow. The slides zoom in on different 
features of magazine pages. After looking through the entire article and all 
its visual elements you will answer the questions below.  
➔

● On notebook paper, answer the following question using what you learned 
about visual elements of text. Write your answer using the RACE strategy.

1. Why did the author choose to include the map and globe? 
2. How does the “Brazil BY THE NUMBERS” sidebar help the reader to understand 

the connections between brazil, the economy, and the rainforest? 











Practice:

● Read and examine the slides that follow. The slides zoom in on different 
features of magazine pages. After looking through the entire article and all 
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Practice Answer Key:
(Answers will Vary)

● Check your answers to make sure it meets the following criteria:
→ Did you write in complete sentences?
→ Did you use standard conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar)?
→ Did you answer the question?
→ Did you support and explain your answer using details from the article

Sample Proficient Answers: 
1. The globe and map were included so that a reader could see where, on the globe and in 

relation to their own country, Brazil is located. The map also denotes in dark green where the 
Amazon Rainforest is which helps the reader understand the size of Brazil versus the size of 
the rainforest. This is important because the article is discussing how and why Brazil is using 
the rainforest for its own economic gain. 

2. The Brazil BY THE NUMBERS shares important statistics that represent the entire main idea 
of the article. The statistics are the unemployment rate which is “12.8%” and the percentage 
of the Amazon Rainforest that is in Brazil which is “60%” (Smith, 2020). Because of the 
unemployment rate, the country chose to use its vast natural resource to try to improve the 
lives of its citizens through employment. 



If you want to learn more...Additional Resource:

Check out this photo associated with the story you just read and then analyze it 
using the questions and prompts (linked here!).

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XmhVtYKZpNGvxoOUcJLn5JO4zADCzb1c/view?usp=sharing

