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Objective/Learning Target: 
 

I can:  7.RL.2.D. Analyze how the setting, characters, and plot of a text 
affect each other and contribute to meaning.

7.RL.3.D Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, independently and proficiently. 



Warm Up:  How do the parts of a story work together?

   Watch this Pixar Short:

On a piece of paper, write your 
answers to these questions:

1. How does the film start?

2. What is the conflict?

3.    How is the conflict resolved? 

4.    Describe the setting of the
       film.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAIRXIckfMA


Learn:
● Plot Elements Video
● Plot Structure

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WH5jlkK4aUI&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6I24S72Jps&feature=emb_logo


Learn Continued:
● Why is setting so important? It’s much more than just where the story takes 

place.
● Understanding Setting

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30CPmgVQNks&t=13s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=116&v=5QaCfbRcNDo&feature=emb_logo


Learn Continued:



Learn Continued:  Narrative Poetry

Here is a reminder of how Narrative Poems tells a story:



Learn:

Today you will be reading
a narrative poem called
“The Highwayman”.  This
poem is also a ballad.  



Learn:

A little more information before you read…

What is a Highwayman?  A Highwayman could be found 
between the years 1650 to 1800.  He was a thief who would 
steal from travellers.  He either travelled on foot or on a 
horse.

Dick Turbin was the most famous
Highwayman, who went on a 24 hour
trip robbing innocent travellers in 
England on his horse, Black Bess.



Practice:  Making Inferences

Read the poem/ballad, “The Highwayman.” Be sure to notice the clues 
the author gives you to make inferences throughout the poem. Then 
answer the questions on the following slides:

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wz6EUF-mIqmB7ZbgTCuUL_nePMPXZPkBbTtLSeJtsAI/edit#slide=id.g74c43de90f_0_13


Learn:

● Use the RACE strategy to write your answer to questions:



Practice con’t.

1. Which of following best describes the main conflict of the poem?
a. The redcoats are trying to catch the Highwayman
b. Bess tries to warn the Highwayman to stay away from the inn
c. Tim, the ostler, is jealous of the Highwayman
d. The redcoats capture Bess, and the Highwayman tries to rescue her

2. How does the Highwayman feel when he hears Bess is dead?
a. He is sad but not otherwise affected
b. He feels anger toward Tim
c. He feels relieved that he doesn’t have to return to her
d. He feels devastating sadness and rage



Practice con’t.

3. Why do you think the author chose to make The Highwayman, the villain, 
the hero of the story? Use text evidence to support your answer.



Practice Answer Key 
(Answers will Vary)

● Check your answers to make sure it meets the following criteria:
→ Did you write in complete sentences?
→ Did you use standard conventions (spelling, punctuation, grammar)?
→ Did you answer the question?
→ Did you support and explain your answer using details from the article

Sample Proficient Answer on next slide



Answers

1. A
2. D
3. Sample answer:

The author chose to make the villain the hero of the story because this 
is a romantic ballad. The author wants the reader to know that the 
Highwayman and Bess are deeply in love and cannot live without one 
another. Bess loves The Highwayman so much that she is willing to give 
her life for his. This is proven by the line, 
“Then her finger moved in the moonlight-- Her musket shattered the 
moonlight-- Shattered her breast in the moonlight and warned 
him--with her death.” Bess shot herself in order to warn The 
Highwayman that the Redcoats were there waiting for him.

*(your answer will not be exactly like this but should include information 
and text to prove your answer)



Additional Resources:

HERE is a video/song of “The Highwayman”

Does the use of music and video help you to understand the 
story and/or give it more meaning?

Also by Alfred Noyes
Song

Write your own poems!
Read, Write, Think Poetry Interactives

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqjsq1KJcEM
https://www.poemhunter.com/i/poem_images/786/song-4.jpg
http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?resource_type=16&type=28

