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Objective/Learning Target:  
● Evaluate an author’s argument, accessing whether the 

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims. 

● Write responses using complete sentences with standard 
spelling, punctuation, and grammar.



Warm Up:  The Difference between Fact and Opinion



Warm Up Continued:   How do we decide what types of 
statements can be used to support an argument?

Evidence in an argument essay should be based on fact. 

Click on the link below to practice. Decide which statements 
are the best evidence to support the argument.

     Houghton Mifflin Support:  Reasons and Evidence

https://my.hrw.com/content/hmof/language_arts/hmhcollections/resources/gr7/digital_lessons_9780544154056/lit_dlo_g7_01_03/index.html


Learn

Evaluating the Argument:

Watch these videos to learn about evaluating the argument. Don’t just take what 
the author has to say - read critically and closely to determine if the author is 
really backing up the claim with relevant and accurate information!

                      Video 1                                                        Video 2

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pP8dWURrEF0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jVf_iJpSIrM


Learn Con’t

Read this paragraph:

Social media sites help students do better at school. 59% of students with 
access to the Internet report that they use social media to discuss educational 
topics and 50% use the sites to talk about school assignments.  After George 
Middle School in Portland, Oregon, introduced a social media program to 
engage students, grades went up by 50%, chronic absenteeism went down by 
33%, and 20% of students school-wide voluntarily completed extra-credit 
assignments. A Jan. 2015 study published in the Journal of Applied 
Developmental Psychology said college freshman should use social networking 
sites to build networks of new friends, feel socially integrated at their new 
schools, and reduce their risk of dropping out. 

Information found at socialnetworking.procon.org



Learn con’t

What is the claim the author is making?
Social media sites help students do better at school.

Is there evidence to back up the claim? If so, what is the evidence?

Yes, there is evidence.

● 59% of students with access to the Internet report that they use social media to 
discuss educational topics and 50% use the sites to talk about school assignments. 

● After George Middle School in Portland, Oregon, introduced a social media program 
to engage students, grades went up by 50%, chronic absenteeism went down by 
33%, and 20% of students school-wide voluntarily completed extra-credit 
assignments.

● A Jan. 2015 study published in the Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology 
said college freshman should use social networking sites to build networks of new 
friends, feel socially integrated at their new schools, and reduce their risk of 
dropping out. 



Learn con’t

Is this evidence relevant? Is it sufficient?

59% of students with access to the Internet report that they use social 
media to discuss educational topics and 50% use the sites to talk about 
school assignments. After George Middle School in Portland, Oregon, 
introduced a social media program to engage students, grades went up by 
50%, chronic absenteeism went down by 33%, and 20% of students 
school-wide voluntarily completed extra-credit assignments.

This information is relevant, but… 59% of what students? Not all students in 
the world could have been surveyed! How many were surveyed? Were the 
participants from different places around the world or in one area?



Learn con’t

This last statement doesn’t speak to how social media helps students do better 
in school, but that social media can play a role in keeping college freshman from 
dropping out of college.

 A Jan. 2015 study published in the Journal of Applied Developmental 
Psychology said college freshman should use social networking sites to build 
networks of new friends, feel socially integrated at their new schools, and 
reduce their risk of dropping out. 

Don’t discount this information entirely. It is good information. Most of the 
evidence given is relevant and points to social media helping students do better 
in school. Be sure to read closely and critically!



Practice:

● Read the two argumentative articles. Be sure to use the close reading 
strategies as you read.
➔ Should Schools Get Rid of Sports?

● Fill in the graphic organizer for the above article for both sides of the 
argument about sports in school. 
➔ Tracing an Author’s Argument 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HhBNg1hqzcv8L1PwmCIykbZjfYXRwuHVqwGOAtHi4Fo/edit#slide=id.g82cd1c0d02_0_13
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12SkQHGrmwxdUaJTSRl8nQbIU_PK8Gjvr5j-vQKepv_c/edit#slide=id.g72941d11d3_0_25


If you want to learn more...Additional Resources:

★ Here is an article over concussions in school athletes.
★ Here is an article about Andrew Luck and youth sports. 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/10/15/health/concussion-high-school-sports-study/index.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16FQOk44Q-9RVwZ_Yp95TECn5avdk-O7u/view?usp=sharing

