
Social Studies 8: 
Lesson 13: April 8th  

Learning Target: Discuss the treatment of Native 
Americans brought on by the Indian Removal Act 



Accessing Background Knowledge 
Previously during Lessons 5 and 6 you 
evaluated Andrew Jackson’s Presidency. 
Here is an overview of the information 
discussed: 

● During Jackson’s presidency, the United States 

evolved from a republic—in which only 

landowners could vote—to a mass democracy, in 

which white men of all socioeconomic classes 

were enfranchised.

● Jackson oversaw the Indian Removal Act, which 

forcibly relocated tens of thousands of Native 

Americans and had a devastating effect on the 

Native population

● The tariff of 1828 raised taxes on imported 

manufactures so as to reduce foreign competition 

with American manufacturing. Southerners, 

arguing that the tariff enhanced the interests of 

the Northern manufacturing industry at their 

expense, referred to it as the Tariff of 

Abominations.

● The tariff was so unpopular in the South that it 

generated threats of secession.

● John C. Calhoun, Andrew Jackson’s vice 

president and a native of South Carolina, 

proposed the theory of nullification, which 

declared the tariff unconstitutional and therefore 

unenforceable.



Warm Up 
Specifically on Lesson 7 you watched a video or read an article from Khan 
Academy about the Trail of Tears. 

Here is the link to the Trail of Tears article: Skim over the article and scroll down 
to the bottom and think about the discussion questions.

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/the-early-republic/age-of-
jackson/a/indian-removal 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/the-early-republic/age-of-jackson/a/indian-removal
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/the-early-republic/age-of-jackson/a/indian-removal


Trail of Tears: The Cherokee Fight Against Removal

Materials: You need a piece of paper and 
a writing utensil

You will need to record your answers as 
you progress through the slides. 

The following slides will present the 
information and will provide prompts as 
you go; to watch videos, read an article 
and answer questions. 

To reflect on what you learned you will 
complete a flow chart. 



Practice 





Click here to watch the video: 
https://kcpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct.socst.ush.ttwrittenlanguage/creating-a-writte
n-alphabet-for-the-cherokee/

After watching the video, answer this question on your piece of paper.

How did Sequoyah's Cherokee alphabet change the Cherokee way of life?

https://kcpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct.socst.ush.ttwrittenlanguage/creating-a-written-alphabet-for-the-cherokee/
https://kcpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct.socst.ush.ttwrittenlanguage/creating-a-written-alphabet-for-the-cherokee/




Answer this question on your piece of paper. 

What was the purpose of the Indian Removal Act?



Review what you have learned so far...

You have learned how the Cherokees 

assimilated parts of American culture and 

struggled to keep their land.

Now show what you have learned so far about the 

Cherokees by answering these questions on your 

piece of paper. .

What were some of the ways the Cherokee 
assimilated parts of American culture? 

Why did the Cherokee adopt some of the 
American culture?

https://lsintspl3.wgbh.org/en-us/lesson/midlit11-soc-splcher/8#


Assimilation vs 
Removal: Read it! 
Click on this link and read 
the article. 

https://drive.google.com/file
/d/1KafwF66qrAJq2wDkq1of
Qubc8VWsCl1k/view?usp=sh
aring

On your piece of paper 
answer answer the following: 

Why do you think the 
Cherokee assimilation 
strategy to keep the 
Cherokee Nation safe finally 
failed?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KafwF66qrAJq2wDkq1ofQubc8VWsCl1k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KafwF66qrAJq2wDkq1ofQubc8VWsCl1k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KafwF66qrAJq2wDkq1ofQubc8VWsCl1k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KafwF66qrAJq2wDkq1ofQubc8VWsCl1k/view?usp=sharing
https://lsintspl3.wgbh.org/en-us/lesson/midlit11-soc-splcher/9#


The Cherokee Removal: Watch it! 
Click on this link to watch the Trail of 
Tears video. 

https://kcpt.pbslearningmedia.org/res
ource/akh10.socst.ush.exp.trail/trail-of
-tears/

https://kcpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/akh10.socst.ush.exp.trail/trail-of-tears/
https://kcpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/akh10.socst.ush.exp.trail/trail-of-tears/
https://kcpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/akh10.socst.ush.exp.trail/trail-of-tears/


Match It! 

On you piece of paper. Write down the words in the correct order to complete the sentences. 
Check your answers on the next slide! 



Answers for Match it! 

Review the answers to the questions you have answered throughout this 
presentation.



Reflection - Based on what you have read and viewed fill in the flow chart. 

How the conflict 
ended

How the 
Cherokees fought 
removal

How the U.S. 
attacked the 
Cherokees

Ways the 
Cherokees 
Assimilated

      Go to the next slide to check your thinking! 



Reflection Answer Key - here are some possible details you may have written 
down. 

Georgia started 
taking their land

How the conflict 
ended

How the 
Cherokees fought 
removal

How the U.S. 
attacked the 
Cherokees

Ways the 
Cherokees 
Assimilated

Created their 
own alphabet

Learned 
English

Became 
Christians

Lived on 
American style 
farms

Cherokees 
were forced 
from their 
homes by US 
Army

Cherokees 
protested to 
Congress

Cherokees 
appealed to the 
Supreme Court 

Resettled in 
Oklahoma on 
reservations

Forced to 
march to 
Oklahoma - 
Trail of Tears

Indian Removal 
Act of 1830

   


