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Objectives:  
1. Create and sustain original arguments based on information synthesized from provided sources.
2. Evaluate and incorporate sources into your own argument.
3. Analyze images and other multimodal texts.
4. Demonstrate control of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity.



Before you begin 
Take a few minutes to review the following from the past two days: 

● Chief grader’s comments (click here)

● Scoring rubric for the synthesis essay - pages 2-4 (Click here)

● Scoring commentary for the student’s essay you read (see yesterday’s lesson)

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/apc/chiefreadercomments_51458.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-language-and-composition-frqs-1-2-3-scoring-rubrics.pdf


Today’s Lesson 
Today you will begin your own synthesis writing. 

● You will read the prompt and the six related sources.  

● You will also complete a handout that will help you take notes for each source (like you did on 
Monday before you critiqued the student’s essay).  



Practice
● Step 1: Read the prompt and the related six sources (click here). 

            Complete the source notes handout (click here) as you read. 

● Step 2: Write an outline for your essay (you will write your essay tomorrow).  

○ For an example of how to write your outline, go to the next slide.

  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EK_vzszmN554VWRW6mgL3H80nSvL2vRl
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1qvLTaGUeMiFmvLKvyFqwpOJ4PokY1ZXN


Practice 
Working thesis: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Body paragraph 1: 
● Focus of paragraph (your first supporting argument): _________________________________________
● 1st source to include: ___  Evidence from source you will include: _____________________________

● 2nd source to include: ___ Evidence from source you will include: _____________________________

● Repeat as needed

Repeat as needed for additional body paragraphs

  



Check your work
❏ Does your thesis state a clear position? Is it a defensible position?

❏ Have you included four sources in your body paragraphs? Identify each source (by letter): ________

❏ Have you identified how sources that have a similar position differ in regard to their specific  
points/reasons, types of evidence, etc.?

❏ Have you addressed the complexity of the topic and conceptualized the issue, or have you simply 
summarized sources?


