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Objective/Learning Target: I will be able to identify the 
major bones in the human body and determine the age of the 

person using his/her bones.  



Let’s Get Started:

Go to this link and answer the 
following questions.

1. What type of testing is often used to “date” skeletons?
2. Name a couple ways we can identify the age of the 

person by looking at the teeth.

https://sciencing.com/determine-age-skeleton-5529692.html


Let’s Get Started:

1. What type of testing is often used to “date” skeletons?- Radio Carbon or 
Carbon-14 testing

2. Name a couple ways we can identify the age of the person by looking at 
the teeth.- If there are wisdom teeth, the person was 18 or older. If there 
significant bone loss, that indicates an older person. If they have all 
permanent teeth, but no wisdom teeth, it means they were in later 
childhood. 



Lesson Activity:
Directions: Read the following information that can also be 
found on pages 422-428 at the link below. Then answer the 
practice questions. 

Link(s): 
https://www.westada.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=8825&dataid=31707&FileName=Chapter%2014.pdf

https://www.westada.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=8825&dataid=31707&FileName=Chapter%2014.pdf








Practice
You will use the information from the activity on 

slides 5-7 to answer the following questions. 



Use Civ for #4



Answer Key Once you have completed the practice questions check with the work.

1/ 2 As a person ages the epiphysis begins to join to the bone. In Ci it is completely united, which I can tell by the bumpy 
surface that has attached to the bone. In Cii the epiphysis has formed but is separate from the bone, which I can see as it is 
separate. In Ciii there is partial union, which I can see from the line/ crevice that part of the growth plate is still moving into 
place. In Civ there is a partial union, which I can tell because the separate piece is evidently sitting on top of the bone. 
Finally, in Cv the growth plate has not formed yet, which I can tell by the size of the bone and how smooth it is.

3. Ci- 21 or older, Cii- 16-21, Ciii- 17-33, Civ- 17-33, Cv- under 21

4. 17-33 years old

 







More Practice
You will use the information from the information on 
slides 12 and 13 (also found on pages 425-427 at 

this link) to answer the following questions

https://www.westada.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=8825&dataid=31707&FileName=Chapter%2014.pdf


More Practice 
Questions

li
liv

lvii

lv

lvi
lii

liii



5-7  Li is in stage one as there is no epiphysis present. 16 or younger

Lii has fragmented pieces of its unattached growth plate= stage 2 where the epiphysis is formed but not united. 13-19 years old

Liii is in stage one as there is no epiphysis present. 16 or younger

Liv is in stage one as there is no epiphysis present. 16 or younger

Lv is in stage one as there is no epiphysis present. 16 or younger

Lvi is in stage 3 where the epiphysis is partially attached. I see the crevice of separation at the top left of the bone. 14-23 yrs old

Lvii is in stage 3 where the epiphysis is partially attached. I see the crevice of separation at the top right of the bone. 14-23 yrs old

8. Leg, above fibula and tibia 9. These bones show no epiphysis at all, stage 1

10. This is on the arm, above the ulna and radius 11. These bones are partially united, stage 3

Answer Key Once you have completed the practice questions check with the work.



Additional Practice
Go to this link to read more about the dating of skeletal remains.  

https://www.dovepress.com/age-estimation-of-skeletal-remains-principal-methods-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-RRFMS

