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Contemporary Issues
Lesson #20: April 17

Objective/Learning Target: I can determine the impact of 
Netflix on society during COVID-19. 





Warm Up
On a piece of paper, write down FIVE things 
you have done since we have been out of 
school.  If you have Netflix/Disney+/another 
streaming service, list five things you have 
watched since we have been out of school 
as well.  My list is on the right 

After your list is complete, answer the 
following discussion questions:

1. Which was harder to create- things 
you have done or shows you have 
binged?

2. Why are we so into streaming 
services, such as Netflix? . 

5 things I’ve done

1. Paint all wood trim white in my house
2. Remodeled two bathrooms
3. Got yard ready for spring
4. Cleaned garage
5. Petted dog (Grizzly)

5 Netflix shows/movies I’ve watched

1. Spencer Confidential
2. Tiger King
3. Tidying up with Marie Kondo 
4. Ozark
5. 3 out of 7 seasons of New Girl 



Lesson Activity 
Since we have been out of school, 
stay-at-home orders are continually being 
issued by state governors. With so many 
quarantined and working from home, one 
can expect Netflix and other online services 
to rise in viewership. Just looking at the 
graph on the right, websites and app 
viewership has risen.

Ask yourself- how will Netflix be impacted by 
COVID-19? Are/Were they prepared? 
Economically, will increased viewership lead 
to growth and success?



Practice 
Watch the following video from Netflix CCO 
Ted Sarandos & read the article from Forbes 
to answer the following questions on the 
same sheet of paper from the warm up 
activity. 

1. How has the pandemic impacted 
Netflix economically?

2. How has Netflix adapted new ways to 
reach viewers?  Any new ideas?

3. Detail “traffic” of Netflix since 
stay-at-home orders began being 
issued in the US

4. How has Netflix done in the stock 
market since COVID-19? Is this 
surprising? 

Video

https://www.cnn.com/videos/business/2020/
03/22/netflix-is-making-staying-at-home-a-litt
le-more-bearable.cnn

-Questions #1 & 2

Article

https://www.forbes.com/sites/simonchandler
/2020/03/24/netflix-traffic-hits-all-time-highs-
amid-coronavirus-pandemic-says-att/#1dcad
8463adc

-Questions #3 & 4

https://www.cnn.com/videos/business/2020/03/22/netflix-is-making-staying-at-home-a-little-more-bearable.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/business/2020/03/22/netflix-is-making-staying-at-home-a-little-more-bearable.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/business/2020/03/22/netflix-is-making-staying-at-home-a-little-more-bearable.cnn
https://www.forbes.com/sites/simonchandler/2020/03/24/netflix-traffic-hits-all-time-highs-amid-coronavirus-pandemic-says-att/#1dcad8463adc
https://www.forbes.com/sites/simonchandler/2020/03/24/netflix-traffic-hits-all-time-highs-amid-coronavirus-pandemic-says-att/#1dcad8463adc
https://www.forbes.com/sites/simonchandler/2020/03/24/netflix-traffic-hits-all-time-highs-amid-coronavirus-pandemic-says-att/#1dcad8463adc
https://www.forbes.com/sites/simonchandler/2020/03/24/netflix-traffic-hits-all-time-highs-amid-coronavirus-pandemic-says-att/#1dcad8463adc


Practice Answers 
1. How has the pandemic impacted Netflix economically?

a. Production has halted on all shows/movies internationally.  They have 
been paid 2 weeks, but it is getting close to being up. 

2. How has Netflix adapted new ways to reach viewers?  Any new ideas?
a. Netflix table reads, streaming Netflix Party.

3. Detail “traffic” of Netflix since stay-at-home orders began being issued in the 
US
a. Netflix viewership has peaked in the last two weeks, mostly after 

stay-at-home orders were issued.
4. How has Netflix done in the stock market since COVID-19? Is this 

surprising? 
a. Risen 20% while the Dow Jones (stock market) has gone down 

significantly. 



Reflection
One way Netflix has tried to adapt to 
stay-at-home orders is Netflix Party, where you 
can watch together with a  group of people and 
chat all at the same time. 

Two college art students in Hamburg, Germany 
placed spoiler billboards around mass transit to 
try and keep people to follow quarantine 
procedures. 

In your opinion, which is more effective for 
keeping people safe and at home- streaming 
live and interacting with friends or spoiler 
billboards?  Explain in one paragraph on same 
sheet of paper. 


