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Objective/Learning Target: You will be learning more about Picasso.



Cubism



Picasso
As a significant influence on 20th-century art, 
Pablo Picasso was an innovative artist who 
experimented and innovated during his 92-plus 
years on earth. He was not only a master painter 
but also a sculptor, printmaker, ceramics artist, 
etching artist and writer. His work matured from 
the naturalism of his childhood through Cubism, 
Surrealism and beyond, shaping the direction of 
modern and contemporary art through the 
decades. Picasso lived through two World Wars, 
sired four children, appeared in films, and wrote 
poetry. He died in 1973
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The Picasso art period known as the Blue Period 
extended from 1901 to 1904. During this time, the 
artist painted primarily in shades of blue, with 
occasional touches of accent color. For example, 
the famous 1903 artwork, The Old Guitarist, 
features a guitar in warmer brown tones amid the 
blue hues. Picasso's Blue Period works are often 
perceived as somber due to their subdued tones.

Historians attribute Picasso's Blue Period largely 
to the artist's apparent depression following a 
friend's untimely death.
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Blue Period

https://www.pablopicasso.org/blue-period.jsp
https://www.pablopicasso.org/old-guitarist.jsp
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The Rose Period lasted from 1904 
through 1906. Shades of pink and rose 
imbued Picasso's art with a warmer, less 
melancholy air than his Blue Period 
paintings. Harlequins, clowns, and circus 
folk are among the recurring subjects in 
these artworks. He painted one of his 
best-selling works during the Rose 
Period, Boy with a Pipe. Elements of 
primitivism in the Rose Period paintings 
reflect experimentation with the Picasso 
art style.

Rose Period

https://www.pablopicasso.org/rose-period.jsp
https://www.pablopicasso.org/boy-with-pipe.jsp
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From 1907 to 1912, the artist worked with 
fellow painter Georges Braque in creating 
the beginnings of the Cubist movement in 
art. Their paintings utilize a palette of 
earth tones. The works have complex 
geometric forms.

His romantic partner of seven years, 
Fernande Olivier, figured in many of the 
artist's Cubist works, including Head of a 
Woman, Fernande (1909). Historians 
believe she also appeared in "Les 
Demoiselles d'Avignon.”

Analytic Cubism

http://www.georgesbraque.org/
https://www.pablopicasso.org/head-of-a-woman-fernande.jsp
https://www.pablopicasso.org/head-of-a-woman-fernande.jsp
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Synthetic Cubism
This era of Picasso's life extended from 1912 to 1919. Picasso's 
works continued in the Cubist vein, but the artist introduced a 
new art form, collage, into some of his creations. He also 
incorporated the human form into many Cubist paintings, such 
as Girl with a Mandolin (1910) and Ma Jolie (1911-12). 

He met his first wife, Olga Khoklova, a ballet dancer from 
Russia, whom he married in 1918. They had a son together three 
years later. Although the artist and the ballerina became 
estranged soon thereafter, Picasso refused to grant Khoklova a 
divorce, since that meant he would have to give her half of his 
wealth. They remained married in name only until she died in 
1955.

https://www.pablopicasso.org/girl-with-a-mandolin.jsp
https://www.pablopicasso.org/ma-jolie.jsp
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Picasso's Influence on Art
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As one of the greatest influences on the course 
of 20th-century art, Pablo Picasso often 
mixed various styles to create wholly new 
interpretations of what he saw. He was a 
driving force in the development of Cubism, 
and he elevated collage to the level of fine art. 
Picasso is not just a man and his work. 
Picasso is always a legend, indeed almost a 
myth. In the public view he has long since 
been the personification of genius in modern 
art. Picasso is an idol for many in the art 
world.



“Tomorrow we look at more work from 
Picasso and will have an activity!

Please email me if you have any questions.

shannon_bown@isdschools.org
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