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 Art 1
Lesson: April 13, 2020

Objective/Learning Target: Learning about how optical illusions 
work.   



What Are Optical Illusions?

✘ Involves an apparently inexplicable 

discrepancy between the appearance of a 

visual stimulus and its physical reality

✘ Visually perceived images that are 

deceptive or misleading 

3



Let’s try a few...

On the next few slides, you’ll see some 

optical illusions. You’ll have two choices of 

the right answer. The slide after will show 

you the right answer. Don’t skip ahead to 

find out and most importantly, have fun!
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Illusion #1 

Which center circle is bigger?

A B



Answer: They are both the same size.

The optical illusion in this picture makes  

figure B appear to have the larger center 

circle. This is most likely due to the smaller 

circles around it and the fact they are closer 

to the middle circle. 



Illusion #2

Which line is longer?

A

B



Answer: They are both the same size.

The optical illusion in this picture makes 

figure B appear to have the longer line. This is 

most likely due to the circles being on the end 

of the line instead of overlapping. 



Ready for your eyes to be tricked?

Stare at the center for 15 seconds. Then 

go to the next slide.





Who did you see? Obama? 

You have microscopic rods and cones in your eyes. 

The cones are used to looking around, and can 

become overworked when you force your eyes to 

stare at the same object. So when you look away 

from the image, these tired cone cells are a bit 

worn out.  they don’t tell your brain what the new 

color (like the white or tan on your wall) is, and 

your brain still interprets the old information 

since it hasn’t received a strong, fresh signal. Just 

give it a few moments and the effect will wear out.



Practice:

Google optical illusions and look through a few 

other examples. There are many out there. 

Tomorrow we will learn about making our own 

optical illusion! 
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All the best, 
Ms. Bown


