	
	
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS 
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2024

	Household
	Maximum Household Income
	Maximum Household Income

	Size
	Eligible for Free Meals
	Eligible for Reduced Price Meals

	
	Annually
	Monthly
	Weekly
	Annually
	Monthly
	Weekly

	1
	$19,578
	$1,632
	$377
	$27,861
	$2,322
	$536

	2
	26,572
	2,215
	511
	37,814
	3,152
	728

	3
	33,566
	2,798
	646
	47,767
	3,981
	919

	4
	40,560
	3,380
	780
	57,720
	4,810
	1,110

	5
	47,554
	3,963
	915
	67,673
	5,640
	1,302

	6
	54,548
	4,546
	1,049
	77,626
	6,469
	1,493

	7
	61,542
	5,129
	1,184
	87,579
	7,299
	1,685

	8
	68,536
	5,712
	1,318
	97,532
	8,128
	1,876

	Each add’l
	
	
	
	
	
	

	member
	+6,994
	+583
	+135
	+9,953
	+830
	+192




Family/Household means a group of people who may or may not be related and who do not live in an institution or a boarding house, but who are living as one economic group.  Students who are temporarily away at school should be counted as members of the family; however, students who are full-time residents of an institution are considered a family of one.

Gross Income means income before deductions for income taxes, employee's social security taxes, insurance premiums, charitable contributions, bonds, etc.  It includes the following:

1. Monetary compensation for services, including wages, salary, commissions, or fees;
2. Net income from non-farm self-employment;
3. Net income from farm self-employment;
4. Social security;
5. Dividends or interest on savings or bonds or income from estates or trusts;
6. Net rental income;
7. Public assistance or welfare payments;
8. Unemployment compensation;
9. Government civilian employee or military retirement, or pensions, or veterans payments;
10. Private pensions or annuities;
11. Alimony or child support payments;
12. Regular contributions from persons not living in the household;
13. Net royalties; and
14. Other cash income.  Other cash income would include cash amounts received or withdrawn from any source including savings, investments, trust accounts, and other resources which would be available to pay the price of a child's meal.

Income does not include any income or benefits received under any Federal program, which are excluded from consideration as income by any legislative prohibition.

In a household where there is income from wages and self-employment and the self-employment reflects a negative net income, consider that income as zero so as not to offset the wages earned.

In applying guidelines, the family's current rate of income should be used in determining eligibility.

Current Income is defined as income received during the month prior to application if such income is representative.  Where the prior month's income was much higher or lower than usual, expected income for this 
year (12 months starting from the prior month) may be used; for example, self-employed people, farmers, and migrant workers.   									 (Information follows on the reverse side.)
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Foster Children whose care and placement is the responsibility of the State, or who is placed by a court with a caretaker household, is categorically eligible for free meals and may be certified without an application.  Whether placed by the State child welfare agency or a court, in order for a child to be considered categorically eligible for free meals, the State must retain legal custody of the child.  Households with foster and non-foster children may choose to include the foster child as a household member, as well as any personal income earned by the foster child on the same household application that includes the non- foster children.  Foster children on the DC list are free eligible. Foster children cannot extend eligibility to household members.

Institutionalized Children are considered a one-member family and only monies the child actually receives and controls shall be considered as income for determining eligibility.

Adopted Children for whom a household has accepted legal responsibility is considered to be a member of that household.  If the adoption is a “subsidized” adoption, which may include children with special needs, the subsidy is included in the total household income.

Because some adopted children were first placed in families as foster children, parents may not be aware that, once the child is adopted, he/she must be determined eligible based on the economic unit and all income available to that household, including any adoption assistance, is counted when making eligibility determination.
