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AP Government
Lesson: May 5, 2020 

Objective:  CON 1.A
Explain how the Federalist & Anti-Federalist views on central 

government and democracy are reflected in foundational 
documents. 

Lesson Focus Area: 
Foundational Documents: Federalist 10 v. Brutus 1



Watch the video. As you watch, 
write down advantages and 
disadvantages of both the 
Federalist & the Anti-Federalist 
viewpoints. 

Warm Up

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtxorFsZHxk


FEDERALISTS vs. 
ANTIFEDERALISTS

“Publius” wrote  the Federalist Papers to 
support the new Constitution that created a 

federal system with a stronger central 
government than existed during the Articles 

of Confederation

“Brutus” wrote the Anti-Federalist Papers to 
support a weaker central government and 
maintaining a structure more similar to the 

Articles of Confederation.

Lesson: Let’s Review



FEDERALIST No. 10 Claim BRUTUS No. 1 Claim

Federalists believed in the 
superiority of a large republic 
in controlling the “mischiefs of 
faction” delegating authority to 

elected representatives and 
dispersing power between the 

states and national 
government

Anti-Federalists believed in 
popular democratic theory that 
emphasized the benefits of a 
small decentralized republic 
while warning of the dangers 
to personal liberty from large, 

centralized government.

There will be a series of quotes on the next slides. For each, write down 
words or phrases that support the claims of Federalist 10 or Brutus 1. 

Then, determine how these ideas connect to the Federalist & 
Anti-Federalist views of how our government was founded. 



“By a faction, I understand a number of citizens, whether 
amounting to a majority or a minority of the whole, who are 
united and actuated by some common impulse of passion, or 
of interest, adverse to the rights of other citizens, or to the 
permanent and aggregate interests of the community.” 

Federalist No. 10

Lesson: Federalist 10 Quote #1



Lesson: Federalist 10 Quote #2

“Liberty is to faction what air is to fire, an ailment without which 
it instantly expires. But it could no be less folly to abolish 
liberty, which is essential to political life, because it nourishes 
faction, than it would be to wish the annihilation of air, which is 
essential to animal life, because it imparts to fire its destructive 
agency.”

Federalist No. 10



Lesson: Federalist 10 Quote #3

“But the most common and durable sources of factions has 
been the various and unequal distribution of property. Those 
who hold and those who are without property have ever 
formed distinct interests in society.”

Federalist No. 10



Lesson: Federalist 10 Quote #4

“Hence it is that such democracies have ever been spectacles 
of turbulence and contention; have ever been found 
incompatible with personal security or the rights of property; 
and have in general been a short in their lives as they have 
been violent in their deaths.”

Federalist No. 10



“In the next place, as each representative will be chosen by a 
greater number of citizens in the large than in the small 
republic, it will be more difficult for unworthy candidates to 
practice with success the vicious arts by which elections are 
too often carried.” 

Federalist No. 10

Lesson: Federalist 10 Quote #5



“By enlarging too much the number of electors, you render the 
representatives too little acquainted with all their local 
circumstances and lesser interests; as by reducing it too 
much, you render him unduly attached to these, and too little 
fit to compremen and pursue great and national objects.”

Federalist No. 10

Lesson: Federalist 10 Quote #6



“...the smaller the number of individuals composing a majority, 
and the smaller the compass within which they are placed, the 
more easily will they concert and execute their plans of 
oppression. Extend the sphere, and you take in a greater 
variety of parties and interests; you make it less probably that 
a majority of the whole will have a common motive to invade 
the rights of other citizens.” 

Federalist No. 10

Lesson: Federalist 10 Quote #7



“This government is to possess absolute and uncontrollable 
power, legislative, executive, and judicial… It appears from 
these articles that there is no need of any intervention of the 
state governments, between the Congress and the people, to 
execute any one power vested in the general government, and 
that the constitution and laws of every state are nullified and 
declared void, so far as they are or shall be inconsistent with 
this constitution…” 

Brutus No. 1

Lesson: Brutus No. 1 Quote #1 



“...a free republic cannot succeed over a country of such 
immense extent, containing such a number of inhabitants, and 
these increasing in such rapid progression as that of the whole 
United States. …‘It is natural to a republic to have only a small 
territory, otherwise it cannot long subsist…. In a large republic, 
the public good is sacrificed to a thousand views… In a small 
one, the interest of the public is easier perceived, better 
understood, and more within the reach of every citizen; abuses 
are of less extent, and of course are less protected.’”

Brutus No. 1

Lesson: Brutus No. 1 Quote #2 



“In a republic of such vast extent as the United States, the 
legislature cannot attend to the various concerns and wants of 
its different parts. It cannot be sufficiently numerous to be 
acquainted with the local condition and wants of the different 
districts, and if it could, it is impossible it should have sufficient 
time to attend to and provide for all the variety of cases of this 
nature, that would be continually arising….” 

Brutus No. 1

Lesson: Brutus No. 1 Quote #3 



Lesson: Brutus No. 1 Quote #4 

“In so extensive a republic, the great officers of government 
would soon become above the control of the people, and abuse 
their power to the purpose of aggrandizing themselves, and 
oppressing them…” 

Brutus No. 1



Category of 
Comparison

Madison Brutus

Proper role of 
government

Size and power of 
the central 

government

Activity: Comparing the 2 Documents (write this down!!)

What connections can you make to government and politics today? How 
is power balanced in our republic? 



The Federalists believed that a nation dominated by factions 
would lead to
a) a recognition that factions would be in the best interest of 

the country 
b) another revolution 
c) protection of minority rights 
d) a tyranny of the majority

Activity: Review Question



The Federalists believed that a nation dominated by factions 
would lead to
a) a recognition that factions would be in the best interest of 

the country 
b) another revolution 
c) protection of minority rights 
d) a tyranny of the majority

Activity: Review Question



Compare the positions of Federalists & 
Anti-Federalists regarding the power of the 
national government. 

Reflection
You’re being asked 

to do THIS!!! 
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AP US Gov & Politics
May 5th, 2020

Learning Target (CON-1.B) : Explain the relationship between 
key provisions of the AOC and the debate over granting the 
federal gov’t greater power formerly reserved to the states.

Focus Area : Lack of Military, Lack of Taxation



Khan 
Academy 

Video: 

Articles of 
Confederation & 
Shays Rebellion

Click on this 
Summary 

video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1CcSXmb1VY


Explain the relationship between key 
provisions of the Articles of 

Confederation and the debate over 
granting the federal government greater 
power formerly reserved to the states.  

CON-1.B

 CON  LOR  PRD  PMI  MPI



Articles of Confederation

Weak Central 
Government

State
State

State



UNITARY POWER STRUCTURE
UNITARY GOVERNMENTS 

put all the power in one 
(‘uni’) place, the center

CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT

political subdivisions 
(like colonies) have no power

In this case, 
the King

Which is why you 
hear the “no 

taxation without 
representation” 

rhetoric



CONFEDERAL POWER STRUCTURE

CONFEDERAL 
GOVERNMENTS

decentralize power and place 
authority in the political 

subdivisions

the central government
has very little power



ARTICLES of Confederation STRUCTURE

VA
State Legislature

Governor
State Courts

PA
State Legislature

Governor
State Courts

“Each state retains its 
sovereignty (power to 
control itself without outside 
influence), freedom, & 
independence.”

Article 2 of the Articles of Confederation

Unicameral Congress with one vote per state
No President
No Federal Courts



Articles of Confederation Summary
• Structure

o States have sovereignty over laws

o Unicameral Congress (1 lawmaking 

body) 

o No Executive (No President)

o No Federal Judiciary (Who solves 

disputes?)

The national government’s 
hands...



Weaknesses of the AoC
1) Congress didn’t have power to tax

2) Congress couldn’t regulate trade

3) Congress couldn’t enforce its laws

4) Needed 9 states to enact laws

5) Changing the AoC took all 13 states to 

approve

6) There was no executive branch

7) There was no national court system

$

Rules

P.O.T.U.S.

Justice

Write me 
down. I’m 
important!



SHAYS’ 
REBELLION
Highlighted key 
weaknesses in the 
Articles of 
Confederation.
■ Lack of centralized 

military power
■ Lack of tax 

enforcement power

Write me 
down. I’m 
important!



SHAYS’ 
REBELLION Write me 

down. I’m 
important!

Click on this 
Summary 

video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G47L6UHQ3Ks


Practice Question #1

Comparison A Comparison C

Comparison B Comparison D



Answer to Question #1

Comparison A Comparison C

Comparison B Comparison D



Practice 
Question 

#2



Answer 
to 

Question 
#2



Practice Question #3



Answer to Question #3



Practice Question #4



Answer to Question #4



Remember for this Lesson


